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REPORT ON INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT, One other remark, in this connexion the committee 


Report of the Grand Committee appointed to investi- | fe! eevee to make. Meg a aver of sa imves- 
gate the present system of Internal Improvement, | "8* wiv ny oat | wang y meee, movme * ~ re at 
and a supplementary report from a minority of the | PTES€Mt Organized, the Doare of management of our 
committee. public works is an engine of almost unlimited power. 

: 3 . : Discretionary power, they are well aware, should be 

The Grand Committee, raised ‘to investigate the | given to every executive officer: Without it, his efforts 
present system of Internal Improvement, and ascertain | to perform his official duties become paralyzed. But 
whether any deficiencies exist as to the mode of carry- prudence forbids that he should possess more than is ac- 
ing on our Canal and Rail-road operations,” report: tually necessary to their full performance. When the 

That they have been assiduously engaged, since their } vast influence is contemplated which must, of necessi- 

appointment, in the performance of their duties. The | ty, belong to officers having annually the expenditure 

investigation was commenced, agreeably with what was | of two, three, and four millions of dollars—the appoint- 
believed a fair construction of the resolution on the sub- | ment and removal, at pleasure, of a host of inferior 
ject, with a determination to confine it to the mode of | agents, in every section of the state, with salaries run- 
operation, and practical details of the system, now in | ning up to two thousand dollars—and the absolute con- 
force, for carrying on the public works. All inquiry | trol which they exercise over the bestowing of all con- 
into the official conduct of the agents of the state, ex- | tracts, the mind is naturally struck with an idea of the 
cept so far as was necessary to conduce to the above re- | danger which may arise from it, and asks, whether it 
sult, was avoided, is all absolutely necessary to the accomplishment of the 

To obtain light on this important subject, every | object of their appointment. From this state of things, 
thing within the knowledge and reach of the commit- | it also naturally results, even though no corrupt influ- 
tee, was anxiously resorted to. The power given by the | ence be exerted; that it will ever be extremely difficult 

House to send for persons and papers, was freely used, | to detect whatever defects may exist in the operation of 

in all cases in which valuable information might result | such an engine. Power ever dazzles into blindness to 

from it; a full examination was entered into of the dif- | its faults, those who may be under its influence, or un- 
ferent grades of state officers, on the various lines of | consciously awes them into a conviction of its perfec- 
canal and rail-road, most of whom attended before the | tion. 

committee voluntarily. Finally, an examination, as| From the great influence and complicated character 

close as the time of the committee would allow, was | of the system, it becomes apparent that frequent and 

made of the various reports and documents on file re- | close scrutiny into its operations, is a duty which the 
lative to the system of internal improvement. Legislature owe to the people, whose feelings and 

From all these sources, as from information on the | rights are continually subject to its control; and that 
subject, possessed by the members of the committee, | when imperfections are madé to appear in its nature or 
coming as they do, from every portion of the state, | action, they should be promptly and effectually reme- 
enough knowledge, it is believed, has been obtained to | died, To this, their more immediate duty, the commit- 
warrant the committee in forming some general con- | tee now return. ie 

clusion relative to the more important features of the} Our system of internal improvement is indeed to sup- 

system, ply the wants, increase the happiness, and raise the 
Before entering on this branch of their duty, it is but | whole moral condition of the people. That it may pro- 

proper to remark, that the attempt which has been | gress to a successful state of operation, and have this 
made to gain a knowledge of all the details of our vast | desirable effect, it is altogether necessary that public 
system of internal improvements, has fully proved the | confidence should sustain it. 

truth of the saying, “ that the first lesson of knowledge | But from the deception that was practised upon the 

is conviction of the extent of former ignorance.” After | people, at the commencement of the system, the great 

having spent weeks in examining this subject, the con- | excess of the actual expenditures over the original esti- 
fession that nothing but a knowledge of its mere out- | mate, from undertaking at the same time several distant 
lines has been obtained, is inevitable. From this lim- | and unconnected improvements of great magnitude, and 
mited degree of information, or rather this ignorance | from the imposition of additional taxes that have be- 
in the committee, of the details of the system, it became | come necessary, the committee have reason to believe, 
unavoidably necessary to take much on trust—to re- | that our system of internal improvement has suffered in 
ceive such information as those better acquainted with | public estimation. It has been proved to the committee, 
the subject were willing to give, or to grope in the | that the estimate of the cost of at least one branch of 
dark. This remark is made, not to accuse any one of | our canal improvement, made by the engineer, was by 
intentionally misleading, but to prevent blame attach. | him reduced to one half the amount ascertained by his 
ing to the committee, for making an imperfect investi- | calculations, because, as was alleged, the work never 
gation, when.a more full examination might have given | would be authorised, if the true estimate was known to 

a different result to their labors. It is quite probable | the legislature. No evidence has been offered to the 

that the committee frequently had before them persons | committee to prove, nor have they any reason to sup- 

in possession of information material to the subject, | pose, that any deception of this nature has been prac- 

which was not brought out, owing to ignorance of the | tised, either by or under the present board of canal com- 

fact on the part of the committee, or a delicacy in the | missioners, neither do they apprehend a similar occur- 

witnesses to volunteer testimony of an unpleasant char- rence hereafter. ; 

acter. Tt hough the intentional misrepresentation of the pro 
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bable cost of our public works is no longer made, for! measurements made by the latter. His duties are su- 
the purpose of enlisting public opinion in its favor, still| pervisory, as those of the chief engineer are merely di- 
a great disparity does in some cases exist, between the | rectory. But the powers and duties of the sub-assistant 
estimated and the final cost of the state improvements. are greater and of more importance than those of either, 
This is accounted for, by the public agents, on the | inasmuch as he possesses the immediate management of 
ground of the great haste and inaccuracy with which | the work, and the actual control over the expenditure 
original surveys and estimate were made, of frequent! of it. He makes all measurements and calculations, 
and extensive chenges of the routes when the final loca- superintends the construction of all work—decides the 
tions were determined, of earth slips and many other | quality,and of course the price of all material removed in 
unforeseen causes of increased expense. These causes | the formation of the improvement, controls the opera- 
no doubt, frequently occur, and may sufficiently ac-| tions of the contractor, and ascertains the amount of 
count for the excess in the expenditures over the esti- | money due to him; and finally, is the person in whose 
mates, *‘* But earth slips and other unforeseen causes” | hands the property, rights, and feelings of the landown- 
are what every engineer should anticipate, and in his | er are placed. 
estimate make allowance for, ‘‘and frequent and ex-) In all cases,it is true,that they are under the supervision 
tensive changes in the routes” never would have be-| of the chief engineer and his principal assistants, and 
come necessary had the original surveys been made by | that if doubt or difficulty arise, their opinion may be 
skilful and experienced engineers. “ The great haste | required. But it is evident that great power is placed, 
and inaccuracy with which original surveys and esti-| and perhaps necessarily placed in the hands of these 
mates were made” affords no palliation, but rather an| subordinates. The interest of the commonwealth, the 
additional ground for censure. These surveys and es- | stability of the work, and the feelings of our citizens in 
timates were made for the purpose of ascertaining the | their vicinity, which ought to be consulted, ali require 
practicability, and the probable cost of our internal im-| that these subordinates should be possessed of compe- 
provements, and upon these was to be predicated the | tent skill and experience, and be prudent and discreet 
action of the legislature. It wasall important, there-| men, disposed to conciliate the feelings of all with 
fore, that they should have been made with the greatest | whom in the prosecution of their duties, they may 
accuracy and deliberation. come in contact. But the committee deem it their du- 
In the accounting, auditing, and disbursing de- | ty to state, that these important duties and powers have 
partments, it is believed that the details of the system | been entrusted to individuals, many of whom, from the 
are as well arranged, as the nature of the duties to be | length of time they have been in the public service, 
performed will admit. The committee are informed, | must have left school, not as apprentices to learn the 





and believe, that not a single dollar has been lost to the | art of engineering, but to practice it as members. 
commonwealth since the organization of the system, by | Whatever evils may have resulted from this cause, are 
the failure or fraud of any disbursing officer, Each | in a great measure attributable to the Legislature, who 
person into whose hands money of the public passes for | at the commencement of the system, from mistaken 
disbursement, is obliged to give sufficient security to | ideas of economy, fixed the compensation of engineers 
the full amount of the sum entrusted to him, The| at so inadequate a sum,as to deprive the state of the ser- 
checks in this department appear to be admirable, while | vices of competent officers, 
its duties are exceedingly simple. The superintendent The present manner of making contracts has given 
pays all accounts and estimates presented to him, which | rise to many complaints, and to applications to the le- 
have been regularly made out and duly certified by the gislature for redress. After proposals have been re- 
proper officers of the engineer department. His ac-| ceived for a particular work, the board or their agents 
counts are again submitted to the secretary of the chief! are to award the contract to the ‘‘ lowest and best bid- 
auditing efficer of the commonwealth, andif they prove | der.” Under this law, the commissioners consider 
to have been regularly formed, certified, and passed by | themselves authorised to take into view not merely the 
the inferior officers, and all in conformity with the sta- | lowness of the bid, but the qualifications of the bidder, 
tutes on the subject, are allowed, This process is sim- | and in the exercise of a sound discretion, to select from 
ple and safe, but it throws the control over the amount | the applicants the lowest bidder of those they believe 
ot money to be paid out, into the hands of the engineer-| to be competent, though there should be other and 
ing department. In this department a sufficient respon-| lower bidders, but who, in the opinion of the board, 
sibility does not appear to prevail. could not be safely entrusted with the work. This con- 
Here, a close examination of the subject will show, | struction of the law is, undoubtedly,correct: there must 
that with the exception of making contracts and ap- | be this discretion allowed to the board, and without it 
pointments, all the power of the system rests. The| there would be no security for the commonwealth. 
chief engineer, appointed by the board of commission. | But when there is this discretion vested in a public of- 
ers, directs all surveys, and on this recommendation, | ficer, it may be improperly exercised, and it is the duty 
final locations are made, He forms plans for the con-| of the Legislature to impose, if possible, checks that 
struction of the works; makes out specifications and di-| may prevent any abuse of such discretion, and to con- 
rections for its prosecution, and in fact has the en-| vince the public that none has occurred. 
tire direction of the nature, location, and prosecution of| A part of the system in which delay and useless ex- 
the improvement. The commissioners, it is true, may | pense have occurred, is that of repairs. Repairs are 
control him on all these points, but it is believed, rarely | not, as a general rule, made by contract, but by men 
exert that power. In this they no doubt act correctly, | paid by the day, under the direction of the supervisor. 
Professional men are the best judges of their own busi-| [n case of small breaches, on account of which naviga- 
ness, : tion of transportation may be interrupted, this is the 
Next in grade to the chief engineer, are the princi- | best, because the most expeditious mode, in such in- 
pals,assistant,and sub-assistant engineer; and strange asit | stances, of making repairs. But when the work to be 
may sound, the committee are fully borne out in saying, | performed is extensive, or the progress of navigation or 
that as we descend in the rank of officers, the amount | transportation not impeded, it should be done by con- 
of power vested in each, increases—the principal assis-| tract. The contract system is the most economical, 
tant has generally assigned to him a division of the line | and throws the work open to individual enterprise and 
of canal or rail-roads from twenty to thirty miles in{ competition, very much to the public benefit. Another 
length, upon which are two sub-assistant engineers. | defect in this branch of the system has heretofore arisen 
His duties are to see the direction of the chief engineer | from a want of power in the board of commissioners, 
observed, to consult with the sub-assistant in cases of/to apply money in their hands, but appropriated for 
difficulty, and to decide such cases, and to examine, | other and less urgent objects, to the making of repairs. 
when he may think it necessary, all calculations and| As the works progress nearer to completion, this de- 


Sign ste 


¥ - Outs es 


Ait eee ae 


Shp gaa a a bteantedy 


Mb ys. 
Pa tae 











1833.} 


REPORT ON INTERNAL IMPROVEMENT. 275 








fect, if left irremedied, will be more generally felt, and | gives the construction,executes the law without appeal. 


become more ruinous in its consequences, 

The great defect in the system is the want of a com- 
plete supervision of the whole work, in all its branches. 
It cannot be expected that a board of commissioners, 
consisting but of three individuals, no matter how com- 
petent or how industrious they may be, can possibly 
discharge this duty. To remedy this defect, the com. 
mittee recommend that the various lines of canals and 
rail roads throughout the commonwealth, be formed 
into three divisions, each division to be under the con- 
trol and direction of a separate and independent board 
of commissioners, One of the commissioners in each 
board to be an experienced engineer, and each board 
to possess the same powers, and to be charged with the 
same duties, as is now possessed and charged upon the 
present board of canal commissioners. By making it im- 
perative upon the membersof the board to devote their 
time and attention to the divisions committed to their 
charge, the committee believe that the works would be 
more speedily and economically prosecuted, and having 
the subordinate officers employed immediately under 
their notice, fewer causes of dissatisfaction would exist. 
To give uniformity and vigour to the system, to create 
a regular grade of responsibility, not only pecuniary 
but to public opinion, and to collect and methodise in- 
formation relative to it, for the use of the people and 
their representatives, a department of public works un- 
der the control of a secretary, resident at the seat of go- 
vernment, should be established. Whether a new ex- 
ecutive branch of this kind should be organized, or 
an addition made to one of those already in existence, 
so as to embrace the object in view, the committee are 
not prepared to decide. But certain it is, that if we 
had an intelligent secretary of public works, acting un- 
der a knowledge that the character of the whole system 
in some measure depended on him, and possessing a 
proper control over the system and its officers, contin- 
ually residing at the centre of information and action, 
and devoting his whole time to the duties of his office, 
a different order of things might soon be expected. 

The committee have briefly noticed the defects in 
our present system of conducting the public improve- 
ments; but the present system is too far advanced to de- 
vise and mature the necessary enactments. Perhaps it 


But granting the exposition given to the act to be cor- 
rect the subscribers do say, that the powers bestowed 
are too large and dangerous to be wielded with safety 
by any body of men, wholly irresponsible for the con- 
“sequences of their acts. If this be the case, the inquiry 
at once presentsitself whether any remedy can be devised, 
short of a total change of the system. It is believed 
that there can, Let the agentsof the state retain all the 
power now possessed on this subject but let them be 
more completely subjected to the wholesome check of 
public opinion. This can be accomplished by making 
it obligatory on them to make out and publish, in the 
newspaper of the proper county, a full statement of all 
the bids received at each letting, for the information of 
the people. The persons interested will thus possess 
the means of comparing all the proposals, and of know- 
ing that the agents of the commonwealth have acted 
impartially, The certainty that an ordeal of this kind 
must be passed through, will have the further good ef- 
fect of producing greater circumspection in the exami- 
nation of proposals, and inthe awarding of contracts. 
It will also prevent the complaints of unsuccessful bid- 
ders, by taking away the possibility of misunderstand- 
ing, or misrepresenting the facts in each case. This is 
not unfrequently the consequence of the present law. 

Another, and most important branch of the system, 
has been entirely passed over by the majority: It is that 
of damages. The subscribers are decidedly of opinion 
that the present mode enacted for their assessment is 
unconstitutional, unjust, and vexatious. 

The board of commissioners are to make an offer to 
the claimant, of such sum as they may suppose to be a 
sufficient compensation for the injury sustained. If he 
should think the offer tu low, he is to appeal from it to 
the board of appraisers, at the risk of incurring the 
payment of all costs on such appeal, in case he recover 
no more than the amount of the offer. Thisis extreme’ 
ly oppressive. In the first place the offer is made by a 
body of men, all whose feelings and interests lead them 
to wish that the amount necessary for damages may be 
as small as possible; and yet whose offer, no matter how 
inadequate, may not be refused except under the possi- 
ble penalty of heavy costs, It is a mere offer to enter 
into acontract, and yet is in a very material point, 


may be more advantageously performed by a future le- | binding on the party to whom the offer is made, before 


gislature. The-works will be much nearer completion, 
and the new department, if one should be thought ne- 
cessary and advisable, can be organized with greater de- 
liberation, and with more direct reference to the man- 
agement of our internal improvementsin their com- 
pleted state—they therefore recommend the adoption 
of the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee be discharged from 
the further consideration of the subject, and that it 
be recommended to the attention of the next Legisla- 
ture. 





Additional views of Messrs. Burrows, Ashbridge, and 
Connelly, members of the Grand Committee. 


The subscribers fully concur with the majority of the 
grand committee, on all the points which their report 
embraces: but they believe there are subjects connect- 
ed with the system of improvement, which are of vast 
moment to the public and which have been either whol- 
ly overlooked, or only slightly touched on by the ma- 
jority. As members of the committee, they feel it to 
be their duty to lay their views on one or two of these 
points before the House. 


In the first place, the majority have remarked that 
very great powers are vested in the board of commission- 
ers, in the making of contracts for the construction of 
the various locks. They believe that the construction 
er by the board to the act of Assembly which con- 

ers these powers, is correct. Whether it beso or nol, 
it is now useless to inquire, since the same tribunal that 


he acceptsit. This is contrary to all the rules of ordi- 
nary business. In the next place, the only appeal is to 
the judgment of three men, composing a tribunal in 
whose selection the injured party has no agency what- 
ever, nor even the right of challenge for any cause how- 
ever strong—a tribunal appointed and removable sole- 
ly by the chief executive officer of the state, whose 
feelings, if unfortunately they should ever become 
biassed on this subject, would naturally be opposed to 
the increase of expense and debt. The law on this 
subject ought to be altered. As it stands at present, 
it infringes and impairs the right of trial by jury. But 
eventhough full justice be the effect of it, yet if dissa- 
tisfaction prevail among the people, and above all, if a 
constitutional right be trampled on, it is the duty of the 
legislature to change it. Two objects should always be 
kept in view in framing laws to decide disputes between 
man and man, or between a citizen and the public. One 
is, that strict justice be legally and constitutionally ad- 
ministered; the other, that the parties shall, if possible, 
have full confidence in the equity and impartiality of 
the tribunal established. 

The subscribers unhesitatingly recommend a change 
of the law on this subject, and for the consideration of 
the House, take the liberty to suggest a mode of assess- 
ment which they believe to be in strict accordance with 
the charter of our rights, while it will amply protect the 
interests of the public. It is, a resort to the trial by jue 
ry, to be regulated in the following, or such other man- 
ner as may better suit the circumstances of the case, 
Before, however, the action of a jury be had, the pro. 
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per board of commissioners shall be authorised to com- 
promise and settle with each claimant of damages, if 

ossible, and to pay him the amount agreed on. But 
ifno such settlement be made, then undoubtedly the 
party injured should have the extent of the injury in- 
flicted upon him by reason of the construction of the 
state improvements, examined and ascertained by a ju- 
ry of the county. The committee suggest the follow- 
ing Outlines of an enactment on this subject. Let the 

arty injured at the proper time make known, or let 
bin be called on by the board of commissioners to make 
known the particulars of the damages sustained by him, 
together with the lowest sum he may be willing to re- 
ceive as a full compensation. If the sum demanded be 
approved by the board, let it be paid. If not, let the 
claim be submitted to the decision of the jury, to be 
chosen as hereafter directed. Should their report be 
equal to, or greater than the sum demanded, let all the 
costs of the proceedings be paid by the commonwealth; 
if less, by the claimant. 

To prevent all interest and partiality in the jury, let 
it be selected in the follow manner, In the first place, 
the sheriff of each county through part of which a state 
canal or rail-road passes, on notice to that effect, by the 
proper board of commissioners, or any three persons ha- 
ving claims against the state for damages, shall make 
out a list of not less than 100 respectable taxable citi- 
zens, residing at a distance from the improvement, and 
not in any manner connected with the claimants, and 
shall make return of such list to the next court of Com- 
mon Pleas. From this list, it shall be the duty of the 
court to select 48 persons, who shall form the standing 

anel of jurors for the trial of all cases of damages with- 
inthe county. On notice by the agent of the common- 
wealth to the party injured, or by the latter to the form- 
er, they shall meet in the Prothonotary’s office of the 
county, when the names of the whole 48 persons form. 
ing the standing panel being put into a box in the usual 
manner by the sheriff, he shall draw out twelve who 
shall be the jury in the case, unless either party shall 
object to any of them, in which case he shall be allowed 
to strike from the list not more than two, whose place 
shall be filled up by the sheriff asaforesaid. 

The jury thus chosen, after notice to meet, by the 


sheriff, and under his superintendence, they being du- 


ly qualified by some magistrate, shall view the premis- 
es, and hear the statements of the parties, and shall 
thereupon make out in writing their report, which 
shall by the sheriff, be filed in the Prothonotary’s of- 
fice. To this verdict, and the proceedings had, it shall 
be lawful for either party, within thirty days, to file ex- 
ceptions to be argued before the court of Common 
Pleas at its next term, and by them decided, which 
decision shall be final and binding on the parties, un- 
less removed within thirty days after such decision, to 
the Supreme Court for some error in the proceedings. 
If unremoved to the Supreme Court, the amount shall 
forthwith be paid to the claimants. 

The subscribers feel convinced that this mode would 
obviate the disgatisfaction which at present prevails on 
this subject. It would abundantly protect the interests 
of the commonwealth, by subjecting all claims upon 
her, to respectable, disinterested men, whose feelings 
will lead them to strict justice between their fellow 
citizens and the public, of which they themselves form 
a constituent part:— While, on the other hand it would 
prevent all just dissatisfaction amongst the claimants. 
They, having had their claims examined and determin- 
ed by a tribunal chosen in such a manner as to preclude 
all possibility of bias, would, the subscribers feel very 
little doubt, acquiesce without a murmur. The expe- 
dient, too, of calling on the claimants themselves to fix 
the amount of eenere in the first instance, subject to 
the risks of costs, if not sustained by the jury, would 

robably have the effect of avoiding the necessity of 
urther proceedings. Each, in making out his estimate 
of damages, would keep this check in view, and no mat- 





ter how willing he might otherwise be to exort, would 
probably name no greater sum than, in his belief, a ju- 
ry would confirm. 

With these additional remarks, the subscribers de- 
clare their concurrence in the report and resolution of- 
fered by the majority, Their only regret is, that the 
committee could not make known the result of their ex- 
amination at an earlier period of the session, so that the 
necessary amendments of the system might be made by 
this Legislature. It is believed, however, that the in- 
vestigation has had a most salutary effect. Nothing tends 
so much to produce a proper discharge of duty, as fre- 
quent examinations, by the proper authority, of the con- 
duct and actions of the agent. If honest, he will not 
shrink from it; if dishonest, he should not be permitted 
to escape it. The labors of the committee have had 
another good effect. Much light has been thrown on 
the hitherto imperfectly understood subject of canal 
and rail road operations. This will undoubtedly, be 
highly useful to the next Legislature; and reform, 
though tardy, must take place, and it is hoped, will be 
complete, 

THOS. H. BURROWS, 
THOMAS ASHBRIDGE, 
BERNARD CONNELLY, jr. 
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IMPORTANT TRIAL, 


\ In the Circuit court of Dau- 


phin county, tried at Harris- 
burg, before the Hon. Molton 
C. Rogers, one of the Justi- 
ces of the Supreme Court of 
Pennsylvania, on the 16th and 
J 17th instant. 


This was an action of Trespass on the Case, brought 
by the plaintiff to recover damages from the defen- 
dants, (proprietors of a line of stage coaches between 
Harrisburg and poncing.) for the negligence, careless- 
ness, and unskilfulness of their driver in driving one of 
the defendant’s coaches against the carriage of the 
plaintiff in which he was then travelling, upsetting it 
and breaking his leg. 

The facts of the case were as follows: On the fourth 
of February, 1832, the coach overtook the plaintiff on 
his way to Harrisburg, a few miles east of it, When 
the plaintiff discovered the coach approaching him and 
within forty yards, he was on the left of the turnpike 
road, and immediately turned to the outer side of the 
paved part of the road, leaving ample room for the 
coach to pass him on the right, where the road was 
smoothest. He could not have turned out any further 
without actually oversetting. ‘The coach pursued the 
beaten track neither turning to the right nor left. Such 
was the substance of the testimony of four young gen- 
tlemen, passengers in the coach at the time, some of 
whom, after the coach had stopped, went back about 
the fourth of a mile to the aid of the plaintiff, and as- 
sured themselves from an inspection of the tracks of the 
respective vehicles, that the circumstances above stated 
were correct. ‘There was a sufficient snow on the 
ground newly fallen to enable them to do this with po- 
sitive certainty. They righted his carriage, placed him 
in it, and one of them drove him to Harrisburg. Dr. 
A. T. Dean, the attending physician, was also produc- 
ed in court and examined as a witness, who testified 
that the fracture was a very serious one and attended 
with much pain, being of the neck of the thigh bone, 
and that in all probability, he would bea cripple for 
life, the leg being shortened and otherwise injured. 

‘The defendants produced the driver of the coach (ha- 
ving released him from all liability over to them,) who 
testified that as the coach approached the plaintiffs 
carriage which had the centre of the paved road, he 
was preparing to pass him on the left, and had actually 
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succeeded in getting his lead horses past the carriage, | law; and it was right and required by sound policy it 
when the plaintiff turned over to the left. This forced should be so; for if it was otherwise, extensive injury 
him to endeavour to pass him on the right, which he | might be inflicted on travellers without giving them 
would have succeeded in doing without causing him| any means of redress, since in most cases drivers of 
any injury, but that the road being wet and slippery, | coaches were not in circtimstances to enable them to 


the hind wheel of the coach slipped along in the rut, 


make remuneration. The owners, and employers, 


and thus caught and overset plaintiff’s carriage, without | therefore, who reap the profits must also sustain the 


any fault on his (the driver’s) part. He further stated 
that before he came near the carriage, the plaintiff look- 
ed back upon the coach, and hence he deemed it un- 
necessary to blow his horn (as his usual practice is, ) be- 
lieving that the side of the road to which he was passing 
with his coach had been discovered. The defendants 
undertook also to prove a custom among coaches and 
wagoners by which the latter considered themselves in- 
variably bound to turn to the right on coaches overtak- 
ing them, and produced teamsters to prove that such is 
their practice. They further offered to prove the good 
character of the driver of the coach for skill and care, 
which the court overruled. 

Messrs. John A. Fisher and Krause, for plaintiff, 
were proceeding to read authorities in support of the 
form and cause of action, but were stopped by the 
court’s intimating that there was no doubt of the law 
upon the subject, or of the plaintiff’s right to recover 
in this form of action if there was negligence, careless- 
ness or unskilfulness in the driver of the coach proved 
to the satisfaction of the jury. Inreply to the alleged 
custom, they cited the 22d section of the act of Assem- 
bly of this state, passed 5th day of March, 1804, rela- 
tive to turnpike roads, enacting that ‘‘wagoners 
and drivers of carriages of all kinds, &c. excefit when 
passing by a carriage of slower draft, shall keep their 
horses and carriages on the right hand side of the road, 
in the passing direction, leaving the other side of the 
road free and clear for other carriages to pass and re- 
pass, &c. &c.”—7th Bioren’s Laws of Pennsylvania, 
237. The fair and proper construction of which they 
contended was, that carriages meeting, were bound mu- 
tually to turn to the right, but in overtaking and passing, 
the carriage wishing to fiass, was bound to pass the 
the other on whichever side the road was most open, and 
that in this case the road was most open and free on the 
right hand side of plaintiff’s carriage, the driver of the 
coach was bound, and ough* to have passed on that 
side. They also in further support of that position, ci- 
ted 2 Sergeant and Lowber 455, where it is laiddown 
that ‘‘if a traveller is on the wrong side of the road, and 
there is room enough for another traveller to pass him 
without injury, but who chooses to take the right side 
of the road which is apparently hazardous, he is, not- 
withstanding his being on the right side of the road, lia- 
ble for all damages he may do the first traveller, 

Messrs. Weidman and Foster, for defendants, con- 
tended that the suit should have been Trespass and 
not Case. That the driver was not in the fault, havin 
been neither negligent, careless, or unskilful. That 
he was governed in turning to the left by the custom 
stated and adhered to by coachmen and teamsters, but 
that the plaintiff himself wasto blame for turning to the 
wrong side of the road in consequence of which alone 
the injury he complained of, had happened to him. 

His Honor in a remarkably lucid and able charge, 
stated to the jury, in substance, that he agreed with the 
plaintiff’s counsel in designating this an interesting trial, 
and not the less so as it is among the first, if not the ve- 
ry first action in Pennsylvania, that has been submitted 
toa jury. It was interesting for its bearing upon the 
rights of travellers and proprietors of stages—the form- 
er should know their rights, and the latter their respon- 
sibility. That they should consider this case as if Cold- 
er & Wilson had themselves been driving the coach, 
when the injury complained of had been done to the 
plaintiff; and if they should be of opinion that he had 
sustained that injury in consequence of the negligence, 
carelessness, or unskilfulness of their driver, they were 
liable to him in this action in damages, This was the 
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losses consequent upon the carelessness, or negligence, 
or want of skill in those whom they employ. That in 
this case it was apparent that a serious accident had oc- 
curred, by which the plaintiff had suffered pain as well 
as loss, It was testified by four disinterested men,that he 
had given as much of the road as safely he could, when 
the stage approached and passed him. Opposed to this 
was the testimony of the driver, who was the immediate 
perpetrator of the wrong, and must necessarily labor 
under a very considerable bias. He mentioned this be- 
cause it was his duty to state to them the strong points 
of the case. But it was a fact for them to determine 
who was in the fault, the driver or the plaintiff, in pro- 
ducing the injury. If they should find that it was the 
driver, then he would state it to be the law, that Colder 
& Wilson were liable to answer for it. The amount of 
damages was also a question for them to judge of and 
decide; and in relation to that he charged them, if their 
servant had been negligent, or careless, or wanting in 
skill, the damages ought not to be vindictive or re- 
vengeful, but let them be ample. In assessing the dama- 
ges they should take into view, not only the temporary 
loss and suffering of the plaintiff, but the permanent in- 
jury he had sustained, and compensate him amply. In 
laying down a rule for their guidance on this subject, 
he knew of none better than the golden rule, “ Do un- 
to others as you would wish others to do unto you.” 


The jury found for plaintiff rweLtve HUNDRED DOLLARS 
and costs. 


CONSTRUCTION OF ROADS. 


The subscribers, the Acting Committee of ‘‘ The 
Pennsylvania Society for the promotion of Internal Im- 
provements in the Commonwealth,” respectfully sub- 
mit the following essay, on the construction and repa- 
ration of roads, to the consideration of their fellow citi- 
zens. 

MATHEW CAREY, 
JOSEPH HEMPHILL, 
RICHARD PETERS, jun. 
STEPHEN DUNCAN, 


WILLIAM STRICKLAND. 
Grrarpb Ratston, Secretary. 


Secrion I. 


On the Construction of Roads. 


The proper construction and preservation of public 
roads are objects of the first interest. Their perma- 
nence depends entirely on the manner in which they 
are formed, and the expense of repairs is regulated by 
the correct or erroneous principles adopted by those 
who have charge of them, 

Roads in our state are of three descriptions—The 
great public highways, and the township roads, both 
of which are made and kept in order at public expense; 
and turnpike roads, which have been constructed by 
private capital, and by large and liberal contributions 
from the commonwealth. 

It has been frequently remarked by ourcitizens, who 
have visited the eastern states, that in those parts of 
the Union, the town roads, which are the same as our 
public highways, or township roads, are better made, 
and are always in better order than the same kind of 
roads in Pennsylvania. At present, it is,showever, on- 
ly intended to invite the attention of the citizens of the 
commonwealth tothe known and acknowledged fact,that 
our public roads, which are under county and township 
charge, are bad in their formation, and almost entirely 
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without that care which is necessary to make them pas- 
sable at certain periods of the year. 

To the turnpike roads in Pennsylvania, it is the pur- 
pose of this paper particularly to call the public attention, 
and by a statement of the erroneous principles upon 
which they have been made, and an exhibition of a bet- 
ter mode of constructing and repairing them, it is hop- 
ed extensive benefit will be obtained. 


In the formation of our turnpike roads, we commit | 


four great errors— 

1. We dig atrench in which to place the large stones, 
which are the foundation of the road, and which re- 
ceives the water that percolates through, and under- 
mines,and loosens the coat of broken stone, which forms 
the cover ofthe road. Those large stones scarcely ev- 
er consolidate. 

2. Our roads are quite too convex, whereby carriages 
are necessarily kept in the middle, which is worn 
down, and thus presents a sort of basin for the recep- 
tion and detention of rain. 

3. The stone is seldom broken small enough—and 
hence the roads are generally encumbered with large 
stones, which interrupt the progress of carriages, raise 
up the wheels, and, by the jolt, injure the roads. 

4. There is rarely a trench or ditch cut at the side of 
our roads, to carry off the rain water; or, ifcut, it is ve- 
ry seldom kept free from obstruction. 

At these errors we are not to wonder; for England, 
with centuries of experience in road making, and ten- 
fold the experience of turnpikes that we have had, has 





ed to be placed. Side drains, or ditches, to carry off 
the water, are indispensably necessary. 

2. ‘Having secured the soil from under water, the 
next care is to secure it from rain water, by a solid road 
made of clean, dry stone, or flint, so selected, pre- 
pared and laid, as to be perfectly impervious to water. 
‘This cannot be effected unless the greatest care be 
taken, that no earth, clay, chalk, or other matter that 
will hold or conduct water, be mixed with the broken 
stone, which must be so prepared, and laid, as to unite 
by its own angles into a firm, compact, and impenetra- 
ble body. 

3. ‘*The large stones usually laid at the bottom of 
roads as a foundation, are not only a useless expense, 
but positively injurious; as, being constantly shaken by 
heavy carriages, they keep the upper stratum loose, 
and open for the reception of rain water. 

4. **Ihe stone, (or, as we term it, the metal, ) is to be 
laid on, not all at once, but in layers of three inches 
thick; after the first layer is laid on, it is tobe subject- 
ed to the traffic, or if the road is not open to traffic, a 
roller of iron should be used, if the weather be showery, 
if otherwise, water should be thrown on it; for nostone 
will consolidate when perfectly dry. 

5. **Much has been said and written upon the strength 
of roads. My experience leads me to the conclusion, 
that six inches thickness of well broken stone, properly 
laid on, is quite sufficient, provided the bed of the road 
be made and kept dry. Of late years Ihave made no 
road thicker; but on the second year have given it an ad- 


until lately, pursued exactly the same career. which, | dition of three inches, loosing a little the hard surface of 
even at present, is continued in many parts of that Is- | the road, about an inch deep, to allow the new and the 


land. Buta new system has been introduced there 
within a few years ee by Mr. J. L. M’Adam, which 
has stood the test of the most rigorous scrutiny—and 





old metals to unite; going upon the principle, that the 
natural soil is the real carrier both of the road and the 


' carriages; and that if it could be kept dry by any other 


received the most unqualified approbation of parlia- } means, the artificial road would be altogether unneces- 


ment—of the postmaster general—of the proprietors 
of state coaches—and of numbers of the most enlighten- 
ed persons inthe nation. It forms no slight recommen- 





sary. 
6. **The thickness of a road is immaterial as to its 
strength for carrying weight. This object is already 
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dation of this system, that Mr. M’Adam, and his family, | obtained by providing a dry surface over which the 
under his direction and on his system,have been and are | road is to be placed as a covering, or roof, to preserve 
employed in the construction and repair of different | it in that state; experience having shown that if water 
roads to the extent of nearly 700 miles—and that he is | passes through a road, and fills the native soil, the road, 
consulted, and his plan followed, by the major part of | whatever may be its thickness, loses its support, and falls 


all the road contractors in England. 
The leading features of Mr. M’Adam’s system are— 


to pieces. 
7. “The only proper method of breaking stones, 


that the best foundation for a road is the natural soil; | both for effect and economy, is by poses sitting. The 
a 


that this foundation, on which the broken stone is to be 
laid, ought to be elevated, two, three, or four inches 
above what is usually termed the side or summer road* 





stones are to be placed in small heaps; and women, 
boys, or old men, past hard labour, should sit down, and 
break them with small hammers, so as none shall exceed siz 


—that the stone should be broken, so as not to exceed | ounces in weight. 


six ounces in weight, (he has recently declared a pre- 


8. **The stones should be broken very small. In re- 


ference of three, )—and so completely consolidated as | commending six ouncesas the proper size, I went as far 
to prevent the penetration of rain—that the stone | as the then old prejudice would admit. But experience 
should be as far as possible homogeneous, as the mix- | has convinced me that half the size is more useful and 
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ture of hard stones with those easily friable is highly 
pernicious—and that the bed of the road should be 
secured against under water by drains or ditches, The 
means by which to produce these effects, are detailed 
in his work at length, and in his various examinations 
by a committee of the house of commons, and are com- 
prised in the following plain rules:— 

1. “The first operation in making a road should be 
the reverse of digging a trench. The road should not 
be sunk below, but rather raised above the ordinary 
level of the adjacent ground. Care should be taken 








more pro“table to the country.* When the stone is 
well broken, and properly applied, there is no occasion 
for the covering of gravel or slate—and I object to it, 
as preventing the consolidation of the stone, by keep- 
ing the pieces apart, whereas they would otherwise 
unite by their own angles. 

9. ** The reason for recommending the laying on the 
stone at different times, and in layers, is, that if the 
whole quantity be laid on at once, the under part never 
consolidates properly, but continues loose and tends to 
loosen the upper part so as to allow the water to pass 


that there be a sufficient fall from the road to the adja -} through. 


cent ground to take off the water, so that this ground | 


10. ‘* Nothing is to be laid on the clean stone on pre- 


be some inches below that on which the road is intend-| tence of binding. Broken stone will combine by its 





*It is to be observed that Mr. M’Adam disapproves 
of side or summer roads; as the earth which is carried 
from them to the turnpike, by the horses’ hoofs and 
the wheels of carriages, injures the Jatter. In Eng- 
land, scavéngers are employed on many of the roads, 
to sweep off the mud into which the rain converts the 
earth carried on the turnpike. 





own angles into a smooth, solid surface, which cannot 
be affected by vicissitudes of weather, or displaced by 
the action of wheels, which will pass over it without a 


jolt, and consequently without injury. 





* This item, No. 8, is taken from a MS. communica- 


tion to an American gentleman. dated February 7, 1823 
—and is the result of greater experience than Mr. 
M‘Adam had when he wrote the preceding one, No. 7. 
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11. ** Acarriage ought as much as possible to stand! head ; the face the size of a shilling, well steeled, with 


upright in travelling, I have generally made roads | 
three inches higher in the centre than at the sides, 
when they are eighteen feet wide. If the road be 
smooth and well made, the water will easily run off in 
such a slope. 

12. ** When roads are very convex, travellers gene- 
rally follow the track in the middle, which is the only 
part where a carriage can run upright ; by which means 
three furrows are made, one by the horses and two by 
the wheels. More water stands on a very convex road 
than on one that is reasonably flat. 

13. **Ten inches of well-consolidated materials are 
equal to bear any kind of carriage. I do not care 
whether the substratum be soft or hard—indeed I should 
prefer a soft one, provided it was not such as would not 
allow aman to walk over it. 

14. ** When a road is to be formed on the one side of 
a hill, the ditch should be on the higher side of the 
road, where it will receive the water falling from the 
high ground, and keep the road dry. 

15. ‘*The materials should be cleansed of the mud 
and soil, with which they are mixed in their native state, 
on the spot where they are procured, If gravel be 
used, it ought to be cleared by screening, or, if neces- 
sary, by washing. Some addition will be hereby made 
to the expense in the first instance—but it will be found 
the most economical mode in the end. 

16. ** Twenty per cent. of the expense of improv- 
ing and repairing roads is often incurred by rows of 
trees, particularly on the sunny side, intercepting the 
influence of the sun, 

17. “‘Carriages, whatever be the construction of 
their wheels, will make ruts in a newly made road till 
it consolidates, however well the materials may be pre- 
pared, or however judiciously applied. Therefore a 
careful person must attend for some time after the road 
is opened for use, to rake in the track made by the 
wheels.” 

The roads in Sweden, which are among the best in 
world, are made on the plan adopted by Mr. M‘Adam. 
On these roads no stone is ever laid larger than a wal- 
nut, 

Section II. 
On the Repair of Roads. 

There is reason to believe that the expense of keep- 
ing turnpike roads in repair, might be diminished one- 
third at l*ast by the following plan. Let the road, as 
soon as completed, be divided into sections of six, eight, 
or ten miles, as experience may dictate. To each sec- 
tion let a man be appointed, whose duty it shall be to 
proceed daily, or every other day, up and down his 
portion of the road, to fill up ruts, cut small drains to 
carry off the water, remove all stones that obstruct the 
wheels of carriages, and, in a word, to repair any da- 
mage that may arise in the road. He ought to be pro- 
vided with a full supply of broken stone, placed at 
proper distances—with an ox and cart—a roller—a rake 
—a shovel, &c. A person fit for this purpose might be 
had for probably 100 or 150 dollars per annum—besides 
the expense of provender for the ox. A supervisor 
ought to be appointed to every portion of a road of 40 
or 50 miles, with full powers over road-makers, gate- 
keepers, &c. 

The following directions for repairing old roads, are 
taken nearly verbatim from Mr. M‘Adam’s work. 

1. “Noaddition of materials is to be brought upon a 
road, unless where there is not a quantity of clear stone 
equal to ten inches in thickness. 

2. “The stone already ir the road is tu be loosened | 
up, and broken, so that no piece shall exceed six (three) 
ounces in weight. 

3. ‘* The tools to be used in repairing roads are— 

a. ** Strong picks, but short from the handle to the 
point, for lifting the road. 

6. **Small hammers about one pound weight in the 


a short handle, 

c. “Rakes, with wooden heads, ten inches in 
length, and iron teeth about two and a half inches in 
length, very strong, for raking out the large stones 
when the road is broken up, and for keeping the road 
smooth, after being relaid, and while it is consolidating. 

d. ‘‘ Very light broad-mouthed shovels, to spread the 
broken stone, and form the road. 

4. ** The road is then to be laid nearly flat. A rise 
of three inches from the side to the centre is sufficient 
for a road thirty feet wide. 

5. ** The stones, when loosened, are to be gathered 
off with a strong, heavy rake, with teeth two and a 
half inches in length, to the side of the road, and there 
broken. On no account are stones to be broken on the 
road, 

6. ‘When the large stones have been removed and 
none left in the road exceeding six (three) ounces, the 
road is to be put in shape, and arake employed to 
smooth the surface, which will, at the same time, bring 
the remaining stones to the surface, and allow the dirt 
to go down. 

7. ** When the road is so prepared, the stones that 
have been broken, are to be spread carefully over it.— 
This is rather a nice operation, and the future quality 
of the road will greatly depend upon the manner in which 
it is performed. The stone must not be laid on in sho- 
vels full, but scattered over the surface, one shovel full 
following another, and spreading over a considerable 
space. 

8. **Only a small space of road should be lifted at 
once. Five men, together, should be set to lift it all 
across. ‘Two of them should continue to pick up and 
rake off the large stones, and form the road for receiv- 
ing the broken stone. The other three should break 
stones—the broken stones to be laid on as soon as the 
piece of road is prepared to receive them—and then 
break up another piece. Two or three yards at one lift 
is enough. 

9. ‘*To proportion the work among the five men, 
must of course be regulated by the nature of the road. 
When there are many very large stones, the three 
breakers may not be able to keep pace with the two 
men employed in lifting and forming. When there are 
few large stones, the contrary may be the case, Of all 
this the surveyor must judge. 

10. **But while it is recommended to lift and re-lay 
roads which have been made with large stone, or with 
large stone mixed with clay, chalk, or other mischiev- 
ous materials, there are many cases in which it would 
be highly unprofitable to lift and relay a road, even if 
the materials should have been originally too large. For 
instance :— 

11. ** The stone on some roads is of so friable a na- 
ture, that in lifting, it becomes sand. In this case, I 
recommend cutting down the high place, keeping the 
surface smooth, and gradually wearing out the materials 
now in the road, and then replacing them with stone of 
a better quality properly prepared, To roads made of 
freestone, these directions most particularly apply. 

12. “ When additional stone is wanted on a road con- 
solidated by use, the old hardened surface of the road 
is to be loosened with a pick, in order to make the fresh 
materials unite with the old. 


In addition to Mr. M‘Adam’s rules for making roads, 
as given in the first section of this essay, the following 
directions from Mr. Edgeworth’s Essay on roads, are 
deemed worthy of public attention. 

1. “Roads should be laid out as nearly as may be in 


straight line. But to follow, with this view, the mathe. 
matical axiom, that a straight line is the shortest that 
can be drawn between two points, will not succeed in 
making the most commodious roads. Hills must be 
avoided—towns must be resorted to—and the sudden 
bends of rivers must be shunned, 
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2. ‘*It may perhaps appear surprising, that there is 
but little differeace in length between a road which has 
a gentle bend, and one thatis in a perfect straight line. 
A road ten miles long and perfectly a can scarcely 
be found any where. But if such a could be found, 
and were curved so as to prevent the eye seeing further 
than one of a mile of it, in any one falace, the whole 
road not be lengthened more than one hundred and 
Jifty yards, \t is not however recommended to make 
serpentine roads merely for the entertainment of tra- 
vellers ; but to point out that a strict adherence to a 
straight line is of much less consequence than is usual- 
ly supposed ; and that it will be frequently advantage- 
ous to deviate from the straight line to avoid inequalities 
of ground. 

3. ** Where the are described by a road going overa 
hill, is greater than that which is described by going 
round it, the circuit is preferable. 

4. ‘* What is here said respecting level roads, must 
not be strained to an assertion that a perfectly level 
road is always the best for every species of draught.— 
Slight and short alternations of rising and falling ground, 
are serviceable to horses moving swiftly. They have 
time to rest their lungs and different muscles—and of 
this experienced drivers know how to avail themselves.” 





REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF WAYS AND 
MEANS. 
[Mr. Lippincott, Chairman. } 
Read in Select Council, April 11th, 1833. 
The Committee of Ways and Means,respectfully submit 
to Councils the following Report, 


There will be wanted for the service of the year 1833; 
for the several Appropriations, the following sums, viz. 


For No. 1. New paving, $40,000 00 
2. Unpaved Streets, 5,600 00 
3. Cleansing the City, 18,000 00 
4. Docks and Sewers, 5,000 00 
5. Lighting and Watching, 58,000 00 
6. Pumps and Wells, 3,000 00 
7. Regulating Ascents & Descents, 1,000 00 
8. Salaries of the officers of the 

City, 22,025 00 
9. Fuel and Incidental Expenses 
of Offices, 1,000 00 


10. Services in the markets, 600 00 
11. Incidental Expenses of Councils, 175 00 
12. For rewarding persons active 





in bringing offenders to justice, 500 00 
1S. Repaving over Water Pipes, 
and repairing old pavements, 11,000 00 
14, Repairing and Improving City 
Property, 11,000 00 
15. For interest on the City Fund- 
ed Debt, viz. 
On 470,100 dollars, 
at 6 per cent., $28,206 00 
On 70,000 dollars, 
payable Ist May, 
say 4 months, at 6 
per cent., 1,400 00 
On 1,540,500 dol- 
lars,at 5 per cent., 77,025 00 
On 15,000 dollars, 
payable Ist May, 
say 4 months, at 5 
per cent., 250 00 
—— 106,881 00 


16. Expenses of Fair Mount Wa- 
ter Works, viz. 
Current Expenses, $13,000 00 ~ 
—Permanent Improve- 
ments, $15,084 75, 
17. For Distribution among Fire 
and Hose Companies, 


18. For Interest on Moneys to be 


borrowed this year, 5,225 23 
19. For purchase of Paving Stone 

for 1834, 2,000 00 
20. Repairing Footways in case 

of default by individuals, 600 00 


21. Expenses which may here- 

after be authorized by Councils, 8,500 00 

22, For Public Burial Ground, 204 00 

There will also be wanted, to pay the 
debt due the Sinking Fund, 

And for the annual appropriations to the 

same, 22,000 00 

Also, this sum in addition, for which an 

Ordinance has been reported to Councils, 


49,228 28 


3,000 00 


$407,623 26 
To meet which there will pro- 

bablybe received in the year— 

For Rents from Real Estate, $10,000 00 
Market Rents, 20,900 00 
Wharfages at Drawbridge, 2,700 00 
Contingent Moneys, 2,390 00 
Fines and Penalties, 229 43 
Public Burial Ground, 200 00 
Water Rents, 77,567 75 





$113,987 18 

To which add this amount, 
proposed to be borrowed, 
and for which an Ordinance 
has already passed the Se- 
lect Council, 100,000 00 

213 987 18 








Leaving a deficiency to be provided for, 
of $193,636 08 





To raise which sum, the Committee re- 
spectfully propose to Councils the as- 
sessment of a tax of seventy-five cents 
in every one hundred dollars, which 
sum, levied on $25,818,144 00, being 
the amount of valuation of real estate 
in the City of Philadelphia, agreeably 
to the last triennial assessment, will pro- 
duce the sum of $193,636 08 
the amount required to be provided for. 

To exemplify the foregoing more clearly, they sub- 

mit the following condensed statement, in the form of 
an account current. 


The Mayor, Aldermen, and Citizens of Philadelphia, in 
account current. 


DR. 


To annual appropriations, $333,394 98 





To amount due Sinking Fund, 49,228 28 
To annual appropriations to 25,000 00 
$407,623 26 

CR. 
By receipts for rents, &c, 113,987 18 
By loan, 100,000 00 


By taxes, 75 cents per 100 dollars, 193,636 08 





407,623 26 








Should Councils deem it expedient, during the current 
year, to authorize additional new paving, and any im- 
provements of a permanent character, then and in that 
case your Committee would recommend the borrowing 
of such sum as may be requisite to defray the expenses 
thereof. The sum to be borrowed not to be redeema- 


26,084 75 | ble until the year succeeding the latest period at which 


any loan now due by the corporation will become pay- 


7,000 00 | able. 
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The Committee further respectfully submit the draft 
of an Ordinance, conformably to the foregoing Report. 
All which is respectfully submitted to the considera- 
tion of Councils. 
JOSHUA LIPPINCOTT, 
THOMAS W. MORRIS, 
JOSEPH R. CHANDLER, 
CHARLES MASSEY, Jr., 
LAWRENCE LEWIS, 
ROBERT TOLAND. 
Philadelphia, April 11, 1833, 





REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF WAYS AND 
MEANS ON THE SINKING FUND. 


[Mr. Lippincott, Chairman. ] 
Read in Select Council, April 11th, 1833. 


The following statement exhibits the operation of the 
Sinking Fund as at present organized, to meet the pay- 
ments of the existing City Debt, asit falls due,up to the 
year 1846, when the largest payment is to be made, 
after which (unless other large debts are contracted, ) 
the amounts remaining to be paid falls due yearly, and 
being in sums less than the receipts for Water Rents, 
may all be paid from that source, without the further 
continuance of the Sinking Fund. 

1833, January 1. 


Amount of various stocks, at par, in the 
hands of the Treasurer, belonging to 








the Sinking Fund, $335,331 56 
Cash in treasury belonging to ditto, (unin- 

vested, ) 49,228 28 

$384,559 84 

Deduct city debt, due 1st May, 1833, 85,000 00 








299,559 84 
1834, January 1. 


One year’s interest on stocks 











at 5 per cent, $14,977 99 
Appropriation of 1833, 25,000 00 
Premium on loan of 100,000 
dollars, 13,000 00 
— 52,977 99 
352,537 83 
1835, January 1, 
One year’s interest, $17,626 89 


Appropriation of 1834, 25,000 00 





42,626 89 


395,164 72 
1836, January 1. 




















One year’s interest, $19,758 23 
Appropriation of 1835, 25,000 00 
—_— 44,758 23 
439,922 95 
1837, January 1. 
One year’s interest, $21,996 14 
Appropriation of 1836, 25,000 00 
— 46,996 14 
486,919 09 
1838, January 1. 
One year’s interest, $24,345 95 
Appropriation of 1837, 25,000 00 
——~ 49,345 95 
536,265 04 
Deduct city debt, due 1st January, 1838, 26,400 00 


509,865 04 





1839, January 1. 
dne year’s interest, 


Vou. XI. 


$25,492 25 
35 





Appropriation of 1838, 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF WAYS AND MEANS ON THE SINKING FUND. 


25,000 00 





Deduct city debt, due 1st January, 1839, 


1840, January 1. 
One year’s interest, 
Appropriation of 1839, 


$27,517 90 
25,000 00 





~ 


Deduct city debt, payable January and 


July, 1840, 


1841, January 1. 
One year’s interest, 
Appropriation of 1840, 


1842, January 1. 
One year’s interest, 
Appropriation of 1841, 


1843, January 1. 
One year’s interest, 
Appropriation of 1842, 


$10,543 80 
25,000 00 





$12,320 99 


25,000 00 


$14,187 04 
25,000 00 





Deduct city debt, due 1st January, 1842, 


1844, January 1. 
One year’s interest, 
Appropiiation of 1843, 


1845, January 1. 
One year’s interest, 
Appropriation of 1844, 


Deduct city debt, due 1845, 


1846, January 1. 
One year’s interest, 
Appropriation of 1845, 


$14,471 40 
25,000 00 








$16,444 97 
25,000 00 








$14,717 21 
25,000 00 





Amount of city debt due Ist January, 
1846, $456,000,—leaving to be bor- 


rowed, payable in 1847, 


1849, 


1847. Amount borrowed 
1846, payable, 1847, 
1848. Amount due, do. 1848, 
1848. Amount debt due 
Ist July, 1848. 
1849. Amount borrowed 
1846, payable 1849, 
1850. Amount debt due Ist 
July, 
1851. Amount debt due Ist 
January, 1851, 


1852. do do 1852, 





1848, and 


50,493 25 


560,358 29 
10,000 00 








$550,358 29 


52,517 90 


_-eoOo SS 


602.876 19 
392,000 00 


__- 


$210,876 19 


55,543 80 





246,419 99 


37,320 99 


283,740 98 





39,187 04 





$322,928 02 


33,500 00 





$289,428 02 


39,471 40 





$328,899 42 


41,444 97 


$370,344 39 
76,000 00 








Ce 


$294,344 39 


39,717 21 


$334,061 60 





121,938 40 





$50,000 00 
20,000 00 


30,000 00 
51,938 40 
57,600 00 


68,000 00 
55,000 00 


$456,000 00 


ny ria Sak ta re 
rer 
‘ 
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1853. Amount debt due Ist 
January 1853, 
1854. do Ist Janua 
and Ist November, 1854, 51,000 00 
1855. do January,April, 


25,000 00 


and July, 1855, ‘51,500 00 
1856. do Ist July, 1856, 55,000 00 
1857. do January, and 
July, 117,000 00 
1858. do Ist July, 83,500 00 
1859. do January & July, 87,490 00 
1860. do Ist July, 67,500 00 
1861. do Ist January, 36,200 00 
1862, do January& July, 97,000 00 
1863. do January, 35,000 00 
1864. do July, 100,000 00 
1865. do authorised to be 
borrowed, 100,000 00 


$1,238,638 40 


—_- SOO 





From the Philadelphia Gazette. 
PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 


Thursday, Feb, 28, 1833. 


SELECT COUNCIL.—The following communica- 
tions were received, and referred to the committee on 
Gas. 

Purtapetrara, Feb. 28, 1833. 


To the President and Membersot the Common Council. 


Gentlemen—We have been directed by the Trustees 


of the Philadelphia Museum, to transmit to your body | 


the accompanying memorial from the manager of the 
Museum, stating the great advantages that had accrued 
to the institution under his charge, from the manufac- 
ture and use of carburetted hydrogen gas as a means of 


lighting the Museum. We have also been directed to | 


state that the Trustees of the Museum are extremely 
anxious for the introduction of gas in the city, and trust 
that the ordinance to that effect may become a law. 
All which is respectfully submitted by 
COLEMAN SELLERS, President. 


R. EGLESFELD GRIFFITH, Sec’y. 





tion of Gas works, having been objected to by some in- 
| dividuals on account of the necessity of incurring addi- 
| tional debt, and consequent increase of taxation, while 
_ the settled policy of the city, precludes the supposition 
| that any exclusive grant to a private company to con- 
| Struct Gas works, will be granted by Councils,—We 
| respectfully state, that we are authorized by a com- 
pany of gentlemen, and for the performance of the lia- 

| bility now assumed, the most satisfactory security will 
| be furnished, to make the following propositions. 
_ Ist. That Councils shall appropriate the lots specified 
in the ordinance now under consideration, for the works, 
Gasometers, Work shops, &c. and provide from time 
time, such sums of money as may be required for per- 
manent works—said moneys to be disbursed by the 
contractors, under the direction of joint committees of 
Councils;—all orders to be drawn by the said commit- 
tee on the City Treasurer, and vouchers filed in the pro- 
per office, provided, that no money shall be expended, 
except on requisition of the contractors. In consilera- 
tion whereof, we are authorized to contract to pay the 
City Corporation, five per cent. on such investment of 
money. 

2d. Weare authorized to offer to contract to furnish 
Gas for four street lamps in each square of 400 feet, at 
the rate of three and a half feet of Gas for each burner 
per hour, free of charge,—and from and after the first 
day of January next, we will contract to furnish Gas for 
street lamps, within the range of five additional miles 
of pipes, in each and every year, until the pipes are laid 
over the whole city, provided the right to select the 
streets in which the pipes are to be laid, and extended, 
shall be vested in the party we represent. 

3dly. We are authorized to contract to furnish such 
private citizens, and public, or other institutions as may 
require it, Gas, at such price as shall be equivalent to 
Oil, at sixty cents per gallon. The price of the Gas per 
| thousand cubic feet to be fixed within three months of 
| the date of its first introduction, by careful experiments 
| upon the quantity of light emitted, during the combus- 
tion of one gallon of oil, and equivalent quantity of Gas. 
The experiment to be made by, or under the direction 
of five persons of skill and scientific knowledge, to be 
mutually agreed upon. The Oil, to be taken from the 
City stock, one half summer, and the other half winter 
strained. 

The contractors to lay the service pipe from the ma:n 


f 


Yo the Board of Trustees of the Philadelphia Museum | to the meter, and furnish the meter, charging there- 
Company. | for an annnal rent of fifty cents foreach burner. This 


Gentlemen—The experience that we have been so 
long in acquiring, which originated in a repetition of 
the process for manufacturing carburetted hydrogen 


powers were first received in this country, and subse- 
quently the introduction of it, as a permanent means of 
lighting the Museum, in which we experienced its ad- 
vantages for a number of years, and had ample and fa- 
miliar knowledge of its manufacture and use, have in- 
duced me to hope that you will take this important 
matter into consideration, and by petition to the city 
Councils, and all other honourable means, aid in pro- 
moting its introduction. 

Its superior advantages of economy, safety, salubrity, 
and cleanliness, render it of the last importance to the 
institution over which you preside. 

All of which is respectfully submitted by 
FRANKLIN PEALE, 
Manager of the Philadelphia Museum, 
Museum, Feb. 12th, 1833. 


The annexed communication from Messrs. Richards, 
and J. J. Rush, wasreceived, and was referred to a joint 
committee of two members of each Council, and Messrs. 
Lewis, McCredy, Houston and Haines, were appointed 
the committee. 

To the President of the Select and Common Council. 

The ordinance now before Council, for the construc- 


| contract to cease and determine in twenty years after 
/the whole work is completed. The Councils to pass 
| from time to time, such ordinances as may be mutually 


ae : . 2. | agr n, fi tion of the works. 
gas, when the accounts of its discovery and illuminating | Apnea ay an ee pees 


MARK RICHARDS, 
JAMES J. RUSH, 
For ourselves and a company of gentlemen. 
Philad. Feb. 28, 1833. 


Messrs. Groves, Lippincott, McCredy, J. P. Wether- 
ill, I.ewis, and Eyre, presented petitions in favor of Gas, 
and also against Gas; the following is a copy of the me- 
morial in favour of Gas. 


To the Honourable the Select and Common Councils of 
Philadelphia. 

Your memorialists, citizens of Philadelphia, respect- 
fully solicit the attention of your honourable bodies, to 
the expediency and propriety of erecting, at the ex- 
pense of the corporation, suitable works for the supply 
of Gas for lighting the public streets, stores, houses, 
and large buildings. Your memorialists have for a 
long time looked forward to the period when it would 
be expedient to introduce this superior mode of light- 
ing; and they have believed it was the settled policy 
of this corporation, whenever the state of its funds 
should admit, to do it at city cost. Philadelphia is far 
behind the age in this great comfort of life, and your 
memorialists have viewed with great satisfaction the 
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progress of the inquiries made by the committee of 
your honourable bodies, and of your predecessors, to 
obtain all necessary information, to enable the Coun- 
cils to construct these works on the most suitable and 
approved plan. Your memorialists believed that the 
construction of Gas works had been determined on by 
your predecessors—and they have viewed with sur- 
prise the efforts made to stay the progress of so no- 
ble a work. 

Nevertheless, as the remonstrants had assigned some 
reasons against the undertaking which they believe to 
be valid, your memorialists deemed it becoming in them 
to await an examination of the reasons assigned by the 
committee appointed by your honourable bodies —lest 
they should be found advocating a measure of great 
public importance, which might prove impolitic. That 
committee. have reported, and your memorialists have 
seen with great satisfaction that their previous opinions 
were formed under correct impressions, and that the 
objections made by the remonstrants have not been sus- 
tained, but that the evidence laid before the public 
from the highest sources, triumphantly refutes every 
argument that has been made against them. 

Your memorialists therefore pray that the enactment 
of the ordinance, for the construction of Gas works, be 
no longer delayed, as they desire to see the experiment 
tried, as recommended by the committee, before the 
ensuing winter, believing that it will eventuate in a last- 
ing benefit to this community. And your memorial- 
ists, &c. 

Mr. Massey presented the following remonstrance, 
which was referred to the committee on Gas. 


To the Select and Common Councils of the City of 
Philadelphia. 


The remonstrance of the subscribers, owners of pro- 
perty, or residents in the vicinity of the Drawbridge, 
respectfully sheweth, 

That your memorialists having been much annoyed by 
the offensive discharge from the Gas works of the Ma- 
sonic Hall into the common sewer; have recently learn- 
ed with much regret, that it is in cgntemplation to es- 
tablish a Gasometer station on the Drawbridge lot. 
Against this measure we do most earnestly and respect- 
fully protest, as being most likely to render the atmos- 
phere prejudicial to health, to injure the business of the 
neighborhood, by driving the citizens to other parts of 
the town for residence, and thus affect the value of pro- 
perty, and the means of obtaining a subsistance to those 
who have established stands for business in that vicinity. 
We would further represent that the contamination of 
the waters of the Delaware or Schuylkill by the feetid 
empyreumatic residuum of a Gas factory, would be an 
irreparable injury to the comforts and benefits our city 
derives from a copious supply of pure water, of which 
few sea port towns can boast. 

We therefore trust the Councils will not encourage 
any Gas works to be erected in or near the city. 

Mr. J. P. Wetherill presented the annexed petition 
which was referred to the committee on Gas. 


To the Common Council of Philadelphia. 


The undersigned respectfully represent, that the pre- 
paration of gas for illumination is a recent art in this 


country and is even yet, in Europe, where it has been | 


longer in use, the subject of much practical inquiry, 
and of many new economical improvements not tho- 
roughly understood here. They also represent that in 
the beginning of a great Gas Work, a very great saving 
of money as well as an important promotion of public 
comfort and convenience, would result from the thorou gh 
understanding of the whole process as conducted in the 
best establishments abroad:—They therefore beg leave 
to respectfully suggest to the Common Council, the 
propriety of sending to Europe a person, from previous 
pursuits, well qualified to examine, understand and re- 
port on, the highly diversified manufactories of gas in 
the different countries in which it is used on a large 





scale. On his return, your petitioners believe you will 
be able to legislate on this subject ina manner suited to 
its importance, and in high conformity with the public 
interest. 

Mr. J. P. Wetherill, presented the annexed petition, 
which was referred to the Paving Committee. 

To the Select Council of the City of Philadelphia. 

‘The Memorial of Auguste D’ Arras, respectfully repre- 
sents: 

That your memorialist has been informed that an ap- 
plication has been made to Councils to open Cherry 
street to the river Schuylkill; that he is the tenant of a 
large lot or garden near that river, extending from Mul- 
berry to Sassafras street, under a lease which has about 
five years yet toendure. That he has expended all he 
was worth in improving and embellishing the said lot, 
and converting it intoa public garden. That the said 
street, if opened through his ground, will traverse such 
a part of it, as will not only destroy a large portion of 
his most valuable property, but will completely ruin, 
in his opinion, his prospects during the remainder of his 
lease. Your memorialist, to satisfy your honourable 
body of the sincerity of his declarations would beg leave 
to mention that trees of various kinds, yielding the 
choicest fruits, of an annual value, according to the 
abundance of the seasons, of from three to four hun- 
dred dollars,must be cut down,as they stand precisely in 
the line of the said street. So, the best of his shrubberies, 
and that part of his garden towards the western side, 
containing umbrageous trees and grass which visiters in 
summer, can alone sit in, to be perfectly sheltered from 
the sun, must for the same reason be removed. Besides 
this, and the destruction of his gravel walks your me- 
morialist’s garden would be divided into isolated parts; 
and the scite of his grounds being very elevated, it is 
probable that they would stand, by the opening of Cher- 
ry street, five or six feet above its level. This circum. 
stance alone is decisive, in your memorialist’s opinion, 
in proving, that his prospects of deriving a livelihood 
for the future would be ruined; because the southern 
portion of the ground upon which stand his house and 
buildings, would be too small for a garden, and the 
northern portion would be useless for the same purpose. 
Without a public garden around it, your memorialist’s 
tavern would not be worth keeping. He therefore prays 
your Honorable Body not to open Cherry street through 
his garden. And he will ever, &c. 

AUGUSTE D’ARRAS. 

Mr. Massey presented the following petition from 
Philip Lowry, which was referred to the same Com- 
mittee to whom was referred the petition of J. War- 
ner. 


To the Honorable the Select and Common Councils of 
the city of Philadelphia. 


The petition of Philip Lowry, jr. respectfully states, 
that Thos. T. Stiles, Nathan Atherton and John Morris, 
late city commissioners, on the 16th July, 1824, execut- 
edto Robert Shaw, with said Philip Lowry, jr. and 
Charles Jackson, as sureties, alease for the period of 
ten years, from the Ist July, 1824, of two lots of ground 
on the west side of Schuylkill river, and north side of 

'the Lancaster turnpike; containing in front 42 feet and 
in depth northwardly 180 feet, (being the same two lots 
marked 30 31, in the plot of the city property lying 
west of Schuylkill river, made by R. Howell,) paying 
therefor in half yearly payments, the yearly rent of 
50-100 per foot front, amounting together to $21 per 
annum. That said R. Shaw, on the 17th of July, 1824 
assigned to Jesse Ford all his interest in said lease; that 
Jesse Ford, on the 22d January, 1833, assigned all his 
interest in said premises to your petitioner; that the rent 
of said premises is now largely in arrear, and your pe- 
titioner, as surety is called upon to pay the same; that 
your petitioner is desirous of making improvements on 
said premises, but as the present lease will expire on 
the Ist of July, 1834, prays that in consideration of the 
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payment of said arrearages as follows, viz: one half cash, 
one quarter on the Ist July next, and the remainder on 
the Ist January 1834 next, that the City Commissioners 
be authorised to rescind the present lease and to exe- 
cute to your petitioner, with a sufficient surety a lease 
of said premises for a period of ten years at the afore- 
said rent of fifty cents per foot front, and your peti- 
tioner will ever pray, &c. 
PHILIP LOWRY, Jr. 


Mr. Massey presented the annexed petition which 
was referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


To the Select and Common Councils of the City of Phi- 
ladelphia. 

The City Councils of Baltimore having desired you to 
unite with them in a memorial to Congress; praying for 
relief by law from the inconveniences arising from the 
importation of paupers,—We your petitioners hope you 
will not unite with them, for the following reasons: 

Ist. The cause assigned by the Baltimore Councils 
for their desiring relief from Congress, was ‘in conse- 


quence of doubts existing respecting the authority of 


the State Legislature to correct the evil complained of.” 
This could not be used as an argument here, as our Le- 
gislature has passed several acts not only obliging the 
importer to pay a certain sum on each alien passenger 
arriving here, to support any who may become chargea- 
ble on the City and Districts, but has also obliged him 
to pay one dollaron each to the Health Office, for which 
sum neither importer nor passenger receive any benefit 
These laws having invariably been enforced, show 
clearly that our State Legislature would as heretofore 
consider itself authorised to correct the evil, if any ex- 
isted, 

2d. They say, ‘‘The expenses of Baltimore (and no 
doubt of Philadelphia) have been materially increased 
for several years past by the introduction of forcign 
paupers.” This is doubtless correct as respects their 
own city, for poor tax and head money are not levied 
on aliens arriving in Baltimore; but the case is reversed 
in the city of Philadelphia, as the poor fund is benefited 
by the tax exceeding the expenditure for maintaining 
those who from direct importations become chargeable. 
Some of your petitioners having had much experience 
in this business, state it with confidence uf its accuracy, 
to prove which they would be willing to relieve the 
guardians from the expense of supporting alien paupers 
if they were permitted to give bonds for their mainte- 
nance, showing clearly that the evil complained of in 
Baltimore does not exist here! 

3d.—If Congress passes %n act attaching a penalty 
to the importation of paupers, a nice question will 
arise of who isa pauper? and it is impossible for a cap- 
tain receiving passengers in a foreign port to discrimi- 
nate between those who have the will and ability to sup- 
port themselves, and those who have not; in addition 
to this difficulty it will certainly be impolitic to add to 
the heavy restrictions under which the direct trade is at 
present labouring, besides an appeal from the city au- 
thorities tothe United States for relief, will be very like 
an admission that the poor tax is unconstitutional. 

Whilst the subject is before Councils it would be aid- 
ing the commercial and through it the general interests 
of this city, if they would petition the Legislature to 
repeal and amend such parts of the health and poor 
laws as are found oppressive and injurious in their ope- 
ration. We particularly refer to the tax of one dollar 
on each passenger for the Health Office, and one dollar 
and fifty cents on each individual for the Guardians of 
Poor ; both are levied on the importer ; a portion of 
the former is sometimes collected from the passengers, 
for which as previously stated, neither importer nor pas- 
senger receives any equivalent, as the Lazaretto is ful- 
ly supported by an additional charge on vessels, and if a 
contagious or other disease render it necessary for the 
passengers to land, they must be supported at their own 
expense, for which the vessel is also liable if they are 
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unable or unwilling to pay. It therefore appears evi- 
dent to us that this tax is a duty on the importation of 
passengers and is certainly unjust, if not unconstitu- 
tional. 


Our reasons for desiring an amendment of the poor 


lawsare, because the tax is too high, and because it is too 
unequal in its operation. 
dividuals can be found willing to support them for less, 


We think it too high, as in- 


and those who have bonded them in New York it has 
not cost half the sum paid here. That its operation is 
unequal is apparent, for a wealthy passenger or one not 
intending to remain in the city, the same must be paid 
as for a pauper; whereas, if the importer was permit- 
ted to give bonds for the support of any becoming 
chargeable within a year from arrival, or at his option 
commute for a sum fixed by the Guardians of the Poor 
on examination of passengers, the penalty attached to 
the importation of paupers would be sufficient to de- 
ter any from bringing them intentionally and would re- 
lieve the importer. 

That the present system should not be permitted to 
continue must be evident to every one on examination 
of the subject, as the more favorable terms offered by 
Delaware, New Jersey and Maryland, induce thousands 
of passengers destined for Philadelphia to land in those 
states, and arrive here without contributing to the poor 
fund ; whereas, if the Legislature are petitioned they 
will doubtless repeal or amend the objectionable features 
in the existing laws, and thereby give additional acti- 
vity to our drooping commerce, instead of driving it 
from this port, by the continuance of the unjust restric- 
tions at present imposed upon it, 


Philadelphia, Feb. 22d, 1833. 


Mr. Groves offered the following resolution, which 
was adopted. 

Resolved, That the members of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, representing the city in the 
General Assembly of this State, be requested to use 
their best exertions in promoting the passage of a bill 
now on the file of the House of Representatives, enti- 
tled ** A further supplement to an Act entitled an Act 
to incorporate th® Danville and Pottsville Rail Road 
Company, passed the 8th day of April, one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty six.” 

Resolved; Thata copy of the foregoing resolution be 
forwarded by the Presidents of Councils to each mem- 
ber of the Senate and House of Representatives from 
the city. 

COMMON COUNCIL.—The annexed communica- 
tion was received, and referred to the committee on the 
river Schuylkill. 


To the President of the Common Council of the city 
of Philadelphia. 


Sir—The undersigned having seen the report of the 
Committee on the Navigation of the river Schuylkill, 
have the honor to state, that the City Councils in Feb- 
uary 1832, invited a conference with the authorities of 
the adjacent Districts, to determine the line of wharves 
on that river. 

The undersigned were appointed by the public meet- 
ing of inhabitants of Blockley, to represent their inter- 
ests. 

They, and Delegates from other Districts, were sum- 
moned by the Chairman of the Committee, from the 
Councils, to meet in their chamber. They were form- 
ally organized, made him President, and a member of 
his committee, Secretary, Their proceedings, were 


thus sanctioned by the City Councils. 


A full exposition of all the facts, an elaborate discus- 
sion of all the difficulties, and an ample display of all 
the labours; connected with his task, were made by the 


zealous Chairman, in aid of his printed report. 


But as it was contended, that deductions were drawn 
from premises, which were not admitted—that private 


rights as well as public interests were about to be in- 


sn aR cello Flatten APNE 











pec 
















































1833, } 
oo OO—————E—EeeelllsQO“EQNQNVaC TT 
vaded, and that, as the river was the great highway of 
the Commonwealth, it was unanimously resolved, 
That a law should be sought, requiring the Canal 
Commissioners to cause the necessary surveys to be 
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Resolved, That the City Commissioners be instructed 








to rent to Spencer Dewees for one year fromthe expi- 


ration of his present lease the house on the Drawbridge 


at the same rent for which he now holds it subject to be 


made, by competent engineers; and thereupon to re-| removed any time after the expiration of said term by 


port to the Legislature ; with whom it was urged, the 
control of property beyond the jurisdiction of the City, 
and the direction of a river, essential to the purposes of | 
the Commonwealth, alone rested. 

Wherefore the Chairman of the Committee, from the 
late Councils, ceased to press the object, which he had 
so much at heart, at the moment when the Delegates 
whom fe had convened, had performed all that had 
been required ; and wherefore the Chairman of the 
Committee of the present Councils, has passed Y the 
proceedings of a body of respectable citizens, so form- 
ally convened, the undersigned presume not to inquire. 
But relying upon the known wisdom and high sense of | 
right of the body over which you preside, they urge 
that the proceedings of the Delegates from the adjacent 
Districts, be transmitted to Harrisburgh when a Law 
shall be sought, by the City Councils, to proscribe 
boundaries in the Districts, which they do not repre- 
sent. 

JOHN HARE POWEL, 
E. S. BURD, 

T. MITCHELL, 

RICH. HARDING, 
JOHN BRITTON, 
HUGH McILVAIN. 


Mr. Gilder presented petitions praying that Filbert 
street between Schuylkill Fifth and Seventh streets, 
Cherry street between Schuylkill Sixth and Seventh 
streets, Sheaff’s alley and Diamond street be paved, 
which were referred to the Paving Committee. 

Mr. Elliot presented a communication from Charles 
Pierce in relation to the New England Institution for 
the blind, with two pamphlets, which were referred to 
the Committee on Will’s Legacy. 

Mr. Chandler as Chairman of the Committee on the 
Girard College, reported an Ordinance which was or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. Gilder, as Chairman of the Paving Committee, 
offered the following resolution which was adopted. 

Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils, That 
the City Commissioners be, and they are hereby au- | 
thorised to lease, under the direction of the Paving Com- 
mittee, to Jacob Sewell, for the term of three years, to | 
commence at the expiration of the present lease, for | 
two hundred and fifty dollars per annum payable quar- 
terly, the wharf at the end of Spruce street on the river 
Schuylkill; he giving approved security for the pay- 
ment of the rent. The city reserving the right of re- | 
moving the crane when they think proper. 


Mr. Morris offered the annexed resolution, which was 
laid on the table. 

Resolved, That the Committee on be instruct- 
ed to inquire how far the city property will be affected 
by the operation of the lien law in case the monument 
authorised by the Ordinance passed the 19th day of 
February, 1835, entitled an Ordinance, &c. should be 
erected on the Washington Square, without funds ade- 
quate to the undertaking, and debts be contracted for 
materials found, and work and labor done, and liens 
for the same should be entered against the monument 
and square of ground. 

Mr. Maitland, as Chairman of the Committee, made 
the annexed report and resolution which were adopted. 

The committee to whom was referred the applica- 
tion of Mr. Spencer Dewees, for renting the house on 
the drawbridge, deem it expedient to grant a renew- 
ance of his lease, believing that the public improve- 
ments about being commenced in that neighborhood 
may require a different disposition of said property as 
soon as such improvements are made, the committee 

herefore offer the following: 





receiving three month’s notice. 

The annexed communication was received and re- 
ferred to a joint committee of two members of each 
Council, and Messrs, Morris and Gowen were appoint- 
ed the committee on behalf of the Common Council, 
but was laid on the table in the Select Council. 

To the Presidents of the Select and Common Coun- 
cils of the city of Philadelphia. 

Gentlemen,—I enclose you a memorial of the Per- 
manent Bridge Company, addressed to the Legislature 
of this state, remonstrating against the repeal or altera- 
tion of certain provisions of the Act of the 4th April, 
1831, prayed bor by ‘the West Philadelphia Canal 


| Company.” 


A bill framed agreeably to the petition of the Canal 
Company, has been reported, and is now on the files of 
the Senate. 

Asall these provisions of the Act of the 4th April, 
1831, were inserted in that law, with the express ag: ee- 
ment of the Canal Company, and were intended to s:e- 
cure the western approach to the Permanent Bridge 
from all interruption and impediments, and as the 
Bridge Company believe that their repeal or alteration 
will not only be highly injurious to them, but may vital- 
ly affect the interests of the city of Philadelphia, and 
the state at large, I have been requested by the Com- 
pany to ask you to lay the matter before Councils, as a 
subject worthy of their immediate attention. 

I am very respectfully, 
GEORGE RUNDLE, 
Treas, S. P. Bridge Company. 
February 28, 1833. 





Swans.—lIn the early part of last month a flock of 
swans, twenty or twenty-one in number, were noticed 
floating about in the atmosphere, in Cussewago town- 
ship, in this county, for two or three days in succession, 
the weather during all this time was very thick and 
heavy. Like the bewildered mariner in a dense fog, 
they appeared utterly at a loss how to direct their 
course. Apparently overcome and exhausted by fa- 
tigue from the length of time they had been on the 
wing, they descended to the earth, in the open fields, 
&c, and many of them were easily captured by the citi- 
zens of the neighborhood, being unable to rise again, 
One or two were shot and found remarkably fat, each 
yielding feathers equal in quantity, and of a very supe- 
rior quality, to what is usually taken from four or five 
domestic geese. They are already, we are assured, 
quite docile, freely associating and feeding with the or- 
dinary geese. —Crawford Messenger. 


LAW RESPECTING INSOLVENT DEBTOoRs. 
Passed at the Session of 1832-33, 


An act to authorize the Prothontaries of the several 
Courts of Common Pleas of this Commonwealth to 
take security, and discharge insolvent debtors from 
arrest, and for other purposes. 


Sec. 1. Be it enacted, &c. That from and after the 
passage of this act, the prothontaries of the several 
Courts of Common Pleas of this Commonwealth, shall 
be authorized and required to take security and dis- 
charge insolvent debtors from arrest, on application to 
them made, in as full and ample a manner as any presi- 
dent or associate judge of the said courts may now do 
by virtue of the provisions of the act of assembly, pass- 
ed the twenty-eighth day of March, one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty; and also to a debtors des- 
titute of property for their support, as fully and amply 
as any judge may now do, under the provisions of the 
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nineteenth section of the act of the twenty-sixth March, 
one thousand eight hundred and fourteen, entitled **An 
act for the relief of insolvent debtors.” 
The remaining sections are of a local character. 
Approved March 30, 1833. 





Westcuersten.—The Westchester Register says: 
“Property is still rising in our borough. A lot on Mar- 
ket street, twenty-eight feet front and forty feet deep, 
sold a short time since, at public sale, for $500. Ano- 
ther lot on the same street, twenty feet front and a hun- 
dred feet deep, was since sold at private sale for $425. 
When the rail road is extended along the streets of our 
borough, as it undoubtedly will before long, the legis- 
lature having passed a law for that purpose, we may 
calculate on arapid rise of property, a great increase 
of business, and extensive improvements throughout 
the place. We cannot conceive of any thing that 
would be likely to add to its prosperity and growth so 
much as the extension of the rail road to different parts 
of the borough. We hail the enacting of the law as a 
happy result for the general prosperity of the town.” 





STOCKING KNITTING MACHINE. 

We have been very much pleased with a little ma- 
chine for knitting stockings shown to us a day or two 
ago by Mr. John McMullen, of Birmingham, Hunting- 
don county, Pennsylvania. It occupies about a cubic 
foot, and is operated upon by turning a crank, which 
requires no more power or skill than a common hand 
organ, except when necessary to widen or narrow the 
stocking a stitch is dropped or added by hand. The 
machine does the work of six expert knitters, and is 
very simple. It is superior to the stocking loom, as 


that requires an apprenticeship to learn to work it, and | 


is not calculated for families. The present machine 
can be worked by any intelligent little girl, after a few 
minutes instruction, and is not costly—fifteen dollars in- 
cluding the patent right. The machine we saw is best 
calculated for knitting wool, but we believe it can he 


readily adapted to cotton, silk, or linen, at pleasure.— | 


There are none of the machines for sale, the proprietor 
only wishing to sell patent rights, except in Pennsylva- 


nia. Any further information may be obtained from | 


Mr. McMullen, whose address is given above.—Ameri- 
can Farmer, 





OLDEN TIME, 


The old red Store-house in Promfret street, a few | 


doors above the office of this paper, belonging to Mr. 
Peter Ihrie, sen. was pulled down a few days since, to 
make room for anew brick building, which is to be 
reared this season. There is an incident connected 
with this old building, worth mentioning. It was built 
upwards of 70 years ago, and in it was kept the first Eng- 
lish School that was opened in Northampton county.— 
Northampton then included Lehigh, Pike and Wayne. 
What a change in the face of things has taken place! 
“The Schoolmaster is now abroad,” and our hundred 
little villages in the district can each boast of a building 
where “young ideas are taught to shoot.”—LZaston 


Dem. 





Brars !—We occasionally meet with a newspaper 
paragraph under the above caption, boasting of the 
capture of a Bruin, and giving the particulars of the 
adventure. Every week during the last three months, 
we might have manufactured a paragraph on the ex- 
ploits of our Juniata huntsmen, in taking numbers of 
this fine game; but we have preferred doing the busi- 
ness by wholesale. 

We think we have a fact to state, which will leave 
the hunters of the neighbouring counties on the back 
ground, viz: The Messrs. Hoffmans, residing about 
four miles from Mifflintown, have, during the past 
winter, taken thirteen Bears—seven were killed on the 
spot—and the remaining six were taken home “ alive 


and kicking.” Their last haul was made on Saturday 
the 30th ult. when three were made captives. The 
flesh is ready sale at 4. and 5 cents per pound—and a 
skin worth from 3 to 4 dollars. The living animals, 
yet remain on hand in thriving order.—Juniata Free 
Press. 
From the New York Daily Advertiser. 
FUEL. 


Every individual is more or less interested in this im- 
portant article. It forms an important item of expen- 
diture to the rich and tie poor : one of absolute neces- 
sity, and which contributes hourly to our comfort and 
convenience. To ascertain the real consumption of 
this great and growing city, is not only interesting to 
those who have the government of it; but also to the 
citizens at large. Various speculations have, from time 
to time, been made concerning the quantity that would 


| be required for a year’s consumption, from the suppos- 


ed supplies that have been sent here ; but asa large 
portion of these are taken from neighboring towns, it 
has been very difficult to ascertain with any degree of 
accuracy, the real consumption. 

We are now enabled to furnish as correct a statement 
as probably can be given, and in fact one that is as ac- 
curate as the nature of the case will admit of—The 
Common Council, about two years since, appointed 
sworn inspectors to weigh all Anthracite and hard Coal, 
and to make quarterly returns of the same ; and as the 
inspectors of Wood have long been compelled to make 
returns under oath, we have now a correct source of in- 
formation. We have, therefore made the following ab- 
stract from the official returns, which will be found to 
be highly interesting. The statement does not, how- 
ever, embrace foreign Coal, which, if it were ascer- 
tained, would greatly add to the amount here given. 
Number of loads of Wood inspected in 1832. 

35,368 loads of Hickory Wood, $105,526 87 
192,761 do Oak, do 434,686 00 
37,783 do Pine, do 75,701 89 


Am’t sold for $615,914 76 








| 265,912 loads, 
_Number of tons of Anthracite Coal inspected and sold 
to consumers in 1832. 
‘ Tons. Average price. Amount. 
| Jan, Feb. March, 77594 $13 293 $183,196 914 
April, May, June, 5,433} 9 69 52,547 553 
July, Aug. Sept. 15,6494 10 15 158,840 823 
| Oct. Nov. Dec. 21,3293 10 293 219,210 123 


——— ee 

















Total 50,162 $10 65 $513,797 523 
| Virginia coal inspected in 1832. 
Chaldron. Price. Amount. 
Jan. Feb. March, 2,339 $9 70 $11,510 13 
April, May, June, 3,336 8 82 30,320 72 
July, Aug. Sept. 2,286 8 053 18,412 60 
Oct. Nov. Dec. 3,085 9 17 28,292 77 
Total 11,046 $8 94 $99,717 34 
Charcoal. 
Tubs. Price. Amount. 
Jan. Feb. March, 42,385 27 cts. $11,510 13 
April, May, June, 124,221 283 35,554 63 
July, Aug. Sept. 95,045 28 26,607 93 
Oct. Nov. Dec. 86,140 30 26,405 39 





Total $47,792 284 $100,078 08 








Recapitulation. 

265,912 loads of Wood, $2 31% $615,914 76 
50,162 tons of hard Coal at 10 65 513,797 52 
11,046 chaldron Va. do, at 8 94 99,717 34 

347,792 tubs Charcoal, 284 100,078 08 


$1,369,507 80 
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Thus it will appear that the cost of fuel for one year, 
is one million, three hundred and sixty nine thousand, 
five hundred and seven dollars and eighty cents, which 
calculating the population at two hundred and twenty 
thousand, isa fraction over six dollars to each indi- 
vidual, 

The above statement only embraces the quantity of 
wood and American coal, sold to citizens for consump- 
tion ; and does not embrace the large quantity of Liver- 
pool, Sidney, Pictou, and other foreign coal used by 
the citizens and for manufactures ; nor does it include 
the pine wood used for steamboats. 





From the Kittanning, Armstrong Co. Pa. Advertiser, April 10. 


A Sitver Mine.—Yesterday we were shown a bar 
of nearly pure silver, which has been obtained from ore 
found in Sugarcreek township, in this county. The 
gentleman who found the mine states that he took 27 
lbs, to Pittsburgh, and on being tried yielded 14 lbs. 
of pure silver. 

There is also a considerable quantity of copper in the 
vicinity, and he exhibited a piece, about a 4 of a lb., 
which he had collected. The 27 lbs. of ore was ob- 
tained by one man, in one day’s labour. The bar shown 
us was worth about $20, and the mine will, no doubt, 
be very productive. 





FLOUR AND MEAL INSPECTIONS, 
Amount of Flour and Meal inspected in Philadelphia 
from December 3lst, 1832, to March 31st, 1835, com- 
pared with the same period in 1832 and 1831. 


1833 1832 1831 
Superfine Flour, bris 47,820 88,749 120,851 
Do do half bris 4,427 5,764 4,948 
Scraped do brls 3,937 8,543 6,446 
Do do__—ihailf bris 52 
Condemned Flour, brls 1,136 4,886 3,719 
Do do half bris 137 
Middlings, brls 340 450 267 
Rye Flour, bris 4,252 3,011 1,625 | 
Do do condemned bris 286 134 
Corn Meal, brls 6,667 1,135 1,789 | 
Do do condemned bris 3 
Do do hhds 722 897 


During the first quarter of 1833, there were 25,635 
barrels Wheat Flour inspected in Market street, and 
on the Schuylkill, &c. not included in the above re- 
port. 





From the Lycoming Chronicle. 
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pushing of bayonets, as stated in that communication. 
The left wing of our army by this time had got posses- 
sion of the Bridge, to prevent escapes, just in time to 
stop six beautiful brass sixes that were limbered and 
the horses hitched ready for flight. This was a great 
accession to our park, not having one brass field piece 
at thattime inthe army. Those that were quartered in 
that part of the town south cf the creek, said to be about 
three hundred, made their escape, many of them with- 
out atatter on, but their shirts and what clothes they 
caught in their hands as they started, and ran to Bor- 
dentown, four miles in a most tremendous storm of hail, 
sleetand snow. This enterprise, if it could have been 
effected as arranged by Gen. Washington, would have 
been doubly successful, but the elements combined 
prevented it. Gen. Cadwallader, with about two thou- 
sand militia, chiefly from Philadelphia city and county, 
was to have crossed at Dunk’s ferry five miles below 
Burlington, where lay eight hundred Hessians, to have 
surprised and taken them, and proceeded on to Borden- 
town where lay four hundred more, and to have form- 
edajunction with Gen. Washington: but the snow that had 
previously fallen had formed so much slush in the tide 
water, congealed together by the culd and floating up 
and down with the tide, rendered it impossible to cross. 
In this affair there were seventeen Hessians killed, and 
twenty-eight wounded: the dead we buried allin one 
hole a little out of the east end of the town. We lost 
two killed and five wounded slightly : among the wound- 
ed was the late venerable ex-president Monroe, then 
Captain Monroe of the Virginia troops. 

The account of this affair in Ramsay’s History of the 
American Revolution is somewhat erroneous—as well 
as some other parts of that history are quite imperfect, 

JOHN BORROWS, 

April 22d, 1832. 





Witiram BuTtER, ANOTHER VETERAN, 8& Citizen of Phil- 


'adelphia, and a native of Pennsylvania, and who has 


seen much actual service in the revolution, was, by the 
liberal spirit of the recent legislature of Pennsylvania, 
allowed a gratuity of forty dollars, and a pension of for- 


‘ty dollars, annually, for life, from the state. We find 


01 | the following interesting history of the services of Mr, 


Butler, in the papers presented to the legislature by 


| him. 

In his petition, he states, that he is a resident of the 
city of Philadelphia, in the hundred and fourth year of 
his age; was a soldier of the revolutionary war, and ser- 
ved as such from the commencement until the conclu- 
sion, through which he assisted in fighting the battles 


Mr. Cunmines,—The statement published by you as| of his country, by which means the independence we 
coming from the son of a revolutionary veteran, as stat-| now enjoy, was obtained. He further states, that “ he 
ed to be communicated to him by his father,of the tak-| now takes the I'berty of soliciting from his native state, 
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ing of the Hessians at Trenton, is a little incorrect in| such assistance as has heretofore been granted to oth- 
some particulars; perhaps he has misunderstood his | ers on similar applications; this may be considered his 
father. The place of crossing the river is correctly | Jast request,and if granted, will be thankfully received 
stated, which commenced about dusk the preceding’! to smooth the few remaining days it may please Provi- 
evening. After our army had all crossed, we commenc- | dence to continue his stay among men; he never having 
ed the line of march; snow on the ground, very. cold, | received any thing in land or money from his native 
and many frozen feet as he observes. Our advance} state.” Accompanying the petition is a statement of 
fellin with the enemy’s piquet at break of day, at Ge-| his services, sworn to, before Aldermen Binns and 
neral Dickenson’s house, and from there to town our Badger. The affidavit contains the following facts.— 
army kept a pretty brisk pace, and was in town within| The petitioner was born on the 15th of February, 1730, 
two or three minutes as soon as the enemy, many of| at a place called the Gulf, then in Chester county,now, 
whom were shot in their flight. Many of the enemy | as he understands, in the township of Lower Merion, 
in town appeared to be just emerging from their rest jn Montgomery county, Pennsylvania. He served un- 
into the streets panic-struck; some not half dressed. | der Major General Washington, in the provincial corps 
The principal part of the killed and wounded were | called the 66 Pennsylvania Greens,”’ and was in the bat- 


shot in the streets before there were any formed; two | tle in which General Braddock was defeated, but es- 
ran together to a cellar door and while lifting it were | caped without a wound. On the 13th of December, 
shot dead, and fell both together on the cellar 


steps, 1775, he went out as a volunteer to fight the battles of 
and were stone dead when I came to them, lying ex-| country against Great Britain, and was at the defeat of 
actly in one posture side by side. There were but! the Hessians at Trenton, onthe 24th of said month. 
about three hundred of them that did form in the south | On the 16th of February, 1776, he enlisted as a private 
end of the town, or rather below it, and made but one soldier in Capt. Roberts’ company, in the fourth Penn- 
regular fire, when they surrendered. There were no sylvania regiment, then commanded by Colonel, after- 
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wards General Anthony Wayne, which regiment was in 
1778, incorporated into the ninth regiment, command- 
ed by Col. Francis Johnston, and so remained to the 
end of the war. From the time of his first enlistment, 
as above mentioned, to the end of the war, he remained 
a private soldier, his highest rank being that ofa fugel- 
man, and did not leave the army or the Pennsylvania 
line until he had seen the British embarked at New 
York, on board their ships, when the whole army was 


discharged by Gen Washington with his blessing, but 


not a farthing in their pockets; as no money was given 
to the troops to return home, the paper money which 
was offered being worthless. He received five wounds 
in different engagements during the war, the marks of 
which are still plain to be seen. Since the war, he has 
made his living as well as he could, but always honora- 
bly; but now he is old, infirm, and poor, and has noth- 
ing to support himself and his wife, who is also old and 
infirm, except eight dollars per month, which he re- 
ceives from the government of the United States, 93 a 
pensioner under the laws enacted to thzt ettect. He 
also states that his hand so shakes, that he cannot sign 
his name, but must make his mark. 

Peter 8. Du Ponceau, and James J. R. Malenfant, 
Esquires, in an affidavit attached to the statement of 
Mr. Butler, say that they have known him between 
thirty and forty years, during which time he has resid- 
ed in the city of Philadelphia, and all that time they 
have known him to be an honest citizen, worthy of cre- 
dit—that they believe the statement made by him to be 
true, and that he is esteemed and respected wherever 
he is known, and is generally reputed to have been a 
soldier of the revolutionary army. His recommenda- 
tion is signed by Lewis Walker, Peter S. Du Ponceau, 
Francis Cooper, William Shipley, General Robert Pat- 
terson, Caleb North, Henry Witmer, Thomas A. White, 
Bishop White, James Montgomery, and Thomas J. Pe- 
triken, Esquires. Mr. North writes opposite his signa- 
ture ‘‘ Mr. Butler is a man of a thousand, and worthy of 








This lot, from its size and location, we should sup- 
pose, would now be worth between three and four 
thousand dollars; and the improvements in that portion 


of the city insures a constant rise in all real estate,— 
U. S. Gaz. 





Ose.isx.—An Obelisk near to the road communicat- 
ing with the Philadelphia and Columbia rail-way, on 
Belmont, formerly the residence of the late Judge Pe- 
ters, is at present an object of much speculation and 
curiosity as to its origin. Some persons have supposed 
that it was designed to denote the precise spot where 
an Indian Treaty had been made—others imagined it 
to designate the place where a distinguished character 
was buried, and many conjectured it was built to re- 
cord an historical event of some importance. It is not 
a matter of wonder, that this Obelisk should attract the 
attention of the stage passengers, standing as it does in 
a little grove of cedar bushes: about twenty-five feet in 
height, and bearing the marks of age. This Obelisk 
wrs erected by an ancestor of Judge Peters, as a hand- 
some termination to a Vista, for which it was peculiarly 
adapted, but it is at present divested of its picturesque 
character, and stands a monument of departed gran- 
deur and an object of curiosity to the passing stranger. 
—Lancaster Miscellany. 





Dizp,—On Sunday the Ist instant, at his residence 
in Hempfield township, Mr, JosrrH Kertor, Sen. in 
the 77th year of hisage. Although the deceased for 
many years past, lived remote from the bustle of a bu- 
sy world, and became almost a stranger in the neigh- 
borhood where he spent his strength, yet his patriotic 
services are still remembered by all the lovers of Ame- 
rican Independence. About the commencement of 
the American Revolution, he was snatched from his be- 
loved country and widowed mother, on the coast of 
Germany, by the unrelenting hand of a British press 
gang, to correct their revolting American children; but 


the attention of the legislature.” Mr, Walker says, | the first opportunity which offered, he escaped from 
** The above petitioner I well remember, was one of | the British and their unrighteous cause, and fled to the 


the first men enlisted in General, then Colonel Wayne’s | standard of liberty under Washington. 


He distinguish- 


brigade in 1776; he was then called ‘ Old Butler,’ by | ed himself as an active and brave soldier in three severe 


the young men in the neighborhood.” 

The generous spirit of the citizens of Washington, 
under the patronage of the President and heads of de- 
partment, have given a concert, at which some of the 
best vocalists and performers of the country officiated, 
for the benefit of Andrew Wallace, to assist in promot- 
ing the comforts of his journey home. We are proud 
to bear record of such patriotic munificence, and should 
be happy to chronicle something of similar import near- 
er home, with respect to the other veteran of the revo- 
lution, William Butler. ‘The pension which he gets is 
but about $130 yearly, a sum we should suppose, ra. 
ther inadequate for the sustenance of himself and fami- 
ly at atime of life like his, in a city like Philadel- 
phia. Could not our liberal brethren of the press in 
that city, the place of his residence, suggest some plan 
of drawing public attention to the subject? Ina city 
so famous for its benevolence and liberality, surely, a 
hint will be sufficient to draw some of the noblest feel- 
ings of our nature and our country, into immediate and 
effectual operation. —Harrisburg Reporter. 





Liperat Doxation.—Our fellow citizen, WiLt1am 
Swaim, Esq., has given to a religious society a lot of 
round between Walnut and Locust streets, on Schuyl- 
ill Third street, for the purpose of having erected 
thereon a house for public worship. We believe it 
will be built and chiefly occupied by the Methodist 
Episcopalians. We believe there is now no church 
west of Broad street, and yet the population is very nu- 
merous, and is continually increasing. The house will 
be open -to all who wish to attend, and we cannot doubt 
that a beneficial influence will result from its location, 
of course in its erection, an eye will be had to a base- 
ment story for schools. 


engagements, and after his service asa soldier, he set- 
tled in this county where he spent the remainder of his 
life in peace. He has left a numerous offspring to la- 
ment hisloss, Long live the memory of those who risk- 
ed their lives,in aiding to establish American Freedom, 
—-Com. 





DIED,—In Pittston, on Sunday, March Slst, at the 
house of her son James, Mrs. Armstrong, at the ad- 
vanced age of 88 years. It is somewhat extraordinary 
and worthy of note, that the disease which terminated 
her life, was the measles. Singular, indeed, that she 
should have escaped so long, and at an age so far ad- 
vanced, fallen a victim to a disorder socommen. ‘The 
measles have prevailed from Wilkesbarre north-easter- 
ly through Pittston, during the winter and spring, more 
generally than ever was before known. It is not too 
much to say, that many hundred in these two townships 
have passed through the disorder, and among them a 
good many married people. It cannot be said to have 
been malignant, though some deaths have been occa- 
sioned by it, especially of persons who were in imper- 
fect health at the time of taking them.— Wilkesbarre Her. 
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


A stated meeting of the Historical Society of Penn- 
sylvania, will be held in the Philosophical Hall over the 
Athenzum, on Monday, the 6th instant, at 8 o’clock in 
the evening. 

J.R. TYSON, Secretary. 

May 4th, 1833. 
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